LEGAL AWARENESS
EVENT ON THE
MAINTENANCE

AND WELFARE OF

PARENTS AND
SENIOR CITIZEN
ACT, 2007

This event was organised by a volunteer at Legal
Aid Cell, Symbiosis Law School, NOIDA with the
help of DLSA, Kurukshetra at Prerna Old Age
Home. With the help of some para- legal
volunteer volunteers at DLSA, the learner
organized a legal awareness workshop on
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007. The volunteer interacted with
the people there and told them about the act.

Conducted
By: Nandini
Goel
(Volunteer at
Legal Aid
Cell,
Symbiosis
Law School,
NOIDA)

With the Help
of: Ms Shalini
Singh (Chief
Judicial
Magistrate-
cum-
Secretary,
District Legal
Services
Authority,
Kurukshetra)
and Mr Jai
Bhagwan
Singla
(Trustee at
Prerna Old Age
Home)

Under the
Guidance of:
Mr Ankur
Sharma
(Head- Legal
Aid Cell,
Symbiosis Law
SYelg[ele]
NOIDA)




1. Concept Note

"Our society must make it right and possible for old people not to fear the
young or be deserted by them, for the test of a civilization is the way that
it cares for its helpless members.” — Pearl S. Buck

I with the help of DLSA, Kurukshetra and under the guidance of Mr Ankur
Sharma, Head of Legal Aid Cell, Symbiosis Law School, NOIDA, organized
a legal awareness workshop on the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act, 2007. The workshop was organized at Prerna Old
Age Home. The authorities at the NGO had already made seating
arrangements for the people there and I along with some para- legal
volunteers interacted with them. I handed them posters and brochures that
I created for their better understanding in the topic. I talked to them and
answered told them some basic things such as who is entitled to get
maintenance under this Act and how the maintenance proceedings actually
initiate. We also asked them if they had been wholly abandoned by their
children. Some of them said a yes and the para- legal volunteers assured
to help them look into the matter and get them justice.

2. Objectives

The main objective of organizing this event was to educate and make the
people aware of their rights and bring them the justice they deserve. Some
other objectives were as follows:

1) Making them understand the basics of the Act in plain and simple
language

2) Encouraging them to take some action against their child if that child
has wholly abandoned them

3) Making them understand that even if they are childless, they can
claim maintenance from a relative who is not a minor and is in
possession of their property

4) Encouraging them to exercise their rights under The Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizen Act, 2007

3. Preliminary Preparation’

I talked to my employer at the ADR centre and convinced her to help me
organize a workshop for Human Rights Day.

I read about the act on the internet and tried to understand as many
provisions under it as I could.




I created posters because I believe pictorial presentation of thoughts is the
best way to communicate things. The posters were based on overcoming
our fears and human rights. They were scanned and posted on social media
and also printed and circulated among the senior citizens present there
(The copy of the posters is attached with this report)

I also made a brochure in plain and simple language which answered basic
questions about the act. The brochure had everything written in it in both
Hindi and English and for their convenience we also read it out to them.
(The copy of the Brochure is attached with this report)

4. Conducting the Program

It was a very informal event in the beginning. We just interacted with them,
listened to their stories, listened to the music they like and also watched a
movie with them. Then, Ms Shalini Singh (Chief Judicial Magistrate- cum-
Secretary, District Legal Services Authority, Kurukshetra) addressed the
people there. After that, the awareness part started, we first gave them an
overview of what we were going to tell them and then read the brochure
out to them. We circulated them the posters and brochures. Their
responses were satisfactory.

5. Response of the target population

Their response was very encouraging for us. They were very happy to see
that there is someone to care for them and help them get their rights and
justice. They asked me what college I was in and when I told them, they
appreciated the college a lot. They were not exactly unaware of the
provisions under the act but they did get to know a lot of new things and
how there are people to help them now.

6. Future plan of action

The future plan would be to conduct a similar workshop not only for the
senior citizens but also for the young people. If the youth realises how
wrong it is to wholly abandon the old, this act would actually start to mean
something even bigger.




7. Suggestions/Feedback

The Legal Aid Cell could also organize one such workshop. The volunteers
can go in pairs and visit old age homes to make the people aware of this
act.

8. Conclusion/Remarks

It was a great learning experience for me. Even I did not know anything
about this Act before this workshop, so I got to read more and learn
something about it. It also felt really good interacting with the people there.
So, in a nutshell, this initiative by the Legal Aid Cell was a very good
experience for us.
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"To deny people their human
rights is to challenge their very
" humanity.' - Nelson Mandela
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1. Whoisentitled toMaintenance under the Act?

fa)  Parents;

(b  Grand-parents;and

{d  SeniorCitizens
who are unable to maintain themselves from their own income
and property.

(Parents include biological and adoptive parents

and step fathersand step mothers.)
2. Whois senior citizen?

Seniar citizen means any person

a).  Whoisacitizen ofindia, and

bl Whohasattained the age of 60 years or above.
3. Whether parent below 60 years of age can claim

‘maintenance under the Act?

is prescribed only for senior citizen, Parent below 60
,'ﬁ.mmmmmmwm Act.
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